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STATE OF NEW MEXICO CHRISTOPHER J ROGER

COUNTY OF BERNALILLO
SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT

No.
IN THE MATTER OF:

Criminal Investigation of Racketeering, Money Laundering, Receiving Illegal Kickback,
and Violations of the Governmental Conduct Act of:

Sheryl Williams Stapleton, DOB:- SSN: _

Property and premises of:
Albuquerque Public Schools Main Office
6400 Uptown Blvd. NE

Albuquerque, NM 87110 SW 2021 0 1 9 5 1

AFFIDAVIT FOR SEARCH WARRANT

Affiant, being duly sworn upon his oath, states and [ have reason to believe that on the following
described premises, vehicle(s), and /or person(s) of:

Albuquerque Public Schools Main Office, 6400 Uptown Blvd. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110

Sheryl Williams Stapleton, DOB: I ss~: | EEGE

I. The premises, its curtilage, all structure(s), and trash container(s) located at 6400 Uptown Blvd.
NE, Albuquerque, Bernalillo County, New Mexico, 87110. The premises consist of a multi-
story governmental multi-building complex, with a white in color exterior, flat roof and
underground parking. The complex has three main entrances: eastern side with the words
“EAST ENTRANCE” on a blue awning above the doors, western side with the words “WEST
ENTRANCE” on a blue awning above the doors, and an entrance adjacent to Uptown
Boulevard with three flag poles in front of the entryway and the words “6400 UPTOWN
BOULEVARD” on a blue awning above the doors. On the top portion of the building on both
eastern and western sides are large blue letters spelling out “Albuquerque Public Schools”.
The complex occupies a large area where the south side of the property is located on Indian
School Road which extends to Americas Parkway, the eastern side of the property is located
on Americas Parkway and extends from Indian School Road to Uptown Boulevard, northern
side of the property extends from Americas Parkway to Jeannedale Drive. The western side of
the property is partially on Jeannedale Drive, and an apartment complex is located to the west.
A white sign in the parking lot adjacent to Indian School has large blue letters on both sides
spelling out “Albuquerque Public Schools™. On Americas Parkway, separating the sidewalk
from the parking lot is a black in color metal fence extending from Indian School Road to
Uptown Boulevard. A white sign in the parking lot adjacent to the corner of Americas Parkway
and Uptown Boulevard has large blue letters on both sides spelling out “Albuquerque Public
Schools™ and the numerics of “6400™ in blue below the aforementioned words.
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Specifically: A search of the contents of any area assigned, occupied, utilized, designated, or
controlled, and/ or any storage space (physical, electronic or otherwise) allocated or dedicated
to any degree, directly or peripherally to or by Sheryl Williams Stapleton at the Albuquerque
Public Schools Main Office building(s) including, but not limited to any office spaces, work
spaces, cubicles, desks, lockers, filing cabinets (or other similar means of housing records,
documents and files); the search of those areas to be conducted for items specified in this search
warrant.

2. Any and all vehicle(s) registered to Sheryl Williams Stapleton, Edreade Stapleton, Ujima
Foundation and/ or the Charlie Morrisey Foundation focated at above-described premises, to
be searched to include but not limited to:

2017 Blue Volvo TS sport utility vehicle, New Mexico registration RCL854

3. Person(s) located at the above-described premises, to be searched:

sheryl Williams Stapleton, DOB | R ss™: [ GGGEGE

In the State of New Mexico, County of Bernalillo there is now being concealed property which
would be material evidence in a criminal prosecution, namely:

Items to Be Searched For and Seized

I. Document(s) (whether on paper or stored magnetic, digital, optical media, and/or e-mail) that
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was opened under the Business name of CONNECT-GOV-NM. The Applicant for the box was
Sheryl Williams with the listed physical address that matches Sheryl Williams Stapleton’s home
address.

Taste of the Caribbean (El Sabor de Caribe) LLC

Taste of the Caribbean is a Domestic Limited Liability Company registered to Sheryl Williams
Stapleton at her known home address (according to the NM SOS public portal). The physical
location of the business is at 2720 Central Ave SE, Suite A, Albuquerque, NM 87106, across from
the University of New Mexico.

The website for this business is http://www.tasteofthecaribbeanalb.com/. The business is a
restaurant that serves food from the Caribbean region. The restaurant operates Tuesday thru
Thursday from [1:30 am to 7:00 pm and Friday thru Saturday from 11:30 am to 8:00 pm.

Sheryl Williams Stapleton lists her husband, Edreade Sylvester Stapleton, as the manager on her
financial disclosure form to the NM SOS (as previously stated). It is important to note that Agents
have observed a male whom they recognized as Edreade Sylvester Stapleton as well as Sheryl
Williams Stapleton working at this establishment at various times of the day.

According to documents received from Bank of America, Sheryl Williams Stapleton opened a
business account for Taste of the Caribbean, where she is the sole person listed on the Business
Signature Card as the owner of this establishment.

Documents received from a compulsory process for the bank records of Robotics show that
numerous large payments were made to Taste of the Caribbean. All checks were deposited or
otherwise remitted at local Albuquerque area or Santa Fe Bank of America branches. Investigators
noted that the majority of the checks were deposited or otherwise remitted at the East Lomas
branch located at 5600 Lomas Blvd NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110. From June 23, 2014 to
December 21, 2020, 57 checks, worth $319,122.98, were remitted to Taste of the Caribbean
from Robotics Management Learning Systems, LLC, 1004 Southern Ave SE, Washington,
D.C. 20032; Bank of America Account number 4350 0334 7636.

S. Williams and Associates

According to the New Mexico Secretary of State’s public information portal, there are no records
found associated with an entity called S. Williams and Associates. However, documents received
from Bank of America, suggest that Sheryl Williams Stapleton filed for a business license with the
City of Albuquerque in 2007. In those documents Sheryl Williams Stapleton is listed as the
proprietor of S. Williams and Associates on the Business Signature Card.

Further, information received from Bank of America shows that Sheryl Williams Stapleton opened

a business bank account for S. Williams and Associates in 2008. No other public information on
this company such as public websites for the business can be found at this time
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Documents received from a compulsory process for the bank records of Robotics show that
numerous large payments were made to S. Williams and Associates. All checks were deposited at
local Albuquerque area or Santa Fe Bank of America branches. Investigators noted that the
majority of the checks were deposited at the East Lomas branch located at 5600 Lomas Blvd NE,
Albuquerque, NM 87110. From June 23, 2014 to December 21, 2020, 58 checks, totaling
$279,772.20, were remitted to S. Williams and Associates from Robotics Management
Learning Systems, LLC, 1004 Southern Ave SE, Washington, D.C. 20032; Bank of America
Account number 4350 0334 7636.

Charlie Morrisey Center for Creative Assistance, Inc.

The Charlie Morrisey Center for Creative Assistance, Inc. (Charlie Morrisey Foundation) is found
within the public portal of the NM SOS. This website lists Sheryl Williams Stapleton as the
registered agent with her known home address listed as the physical address; it also lists her as the
Secretary and Treasurer of the organization.

Patricia Smith is listed as a Director and Vice President and Joseph F. Johnson as the President.
The NM SOS website lists this organization as being a non-profit organization with an active
status. There is no website associated with the Charlie Morrisey Center for Creative Assistance,
Inc.

Furthermore, there are several organizations in New Mexico that use the name Charlie Morrisey.
None of these organizations are shown to have Sheryl Williams Stapieton as a member or
otherwise serve in an official capacity.

According to documents received from the Bank of America, Sheryl Williams Stapleton opened a
single business account for both the Ujima Foundation and Charlie Morrisey Foundation.
Additionally, Bank of America information shows that Sheryl Williams Stapleton is listed on the
signature cards for the bank account belonging to the Ujima Foundation, and the Charlie Morrisey
Foundation.

Documents received from a compulsory process for the bank records of Robotics show that
numerous large payments were made to the Charlie Morrisey Foundation. All checks were
deposited or otherwise remitted at local Albuquerque area or Santa Fe Bank of America branches.
Investigators noted that the majority of the checks were deposited or otherwise remitted at the East
Lomas branch located at 5600 Lomas Blvd NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110. From June 23, 2014
to December 21, 2020, 40 checks, totaling $202, 105.76 were remitted to the Charlie Morrisey
Foundation from Robotics Management Learning Systems, LLC, 1004 Southern Ave SE,
Washington, D.C. 20032; Bank of America Account number 4350 0334 7636.

Agents conducted a thorough search through a number of open source databases and found no

information on a Charlie Morrisey Foundation; the only link between this organization and Charlie
Morrisey Center for Creative Assistance, Inc. is Sheryl Williams Stapleton.
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Lastly, Investigators also found at least one other check made from the Foundation accounts to
Independent Vehicle Services (a Volvo repair shop) signed by Sheryl Williams Stapleton and
issued in January 2017.

Other anomalous transactions included, but were not exclusive to, trips and airline fees, payments
for offsite storage locations, and expenditures at places like Walmart and Sam’s Club.

Investigators observed over $45,000 in cashier’s checks and over $188,000 in cash being
withdrawn from the accounts between 2014 and 2021. In one instance alone the amount
negotiated was $15,000. What was done with that money is a subject of this investigation, but in
each of those instances the person signing for those withdrawals was Sheryl Wiltiams Stapleton.

Although “Joe” Johnson was initially listed on the signature card of the original foundation(s)’
account there is no information to suggest that he ever used the account in any capacity.

Of equal concern were checks written directly to Sheryl Williams Stapleton, by Sheryl Williams
Stapleton. Nearly $29,000 in checks, some as much as $2,500, were written to herself from
these accounts over the years. The memo lines, if filled out at all, were vague, and included
phrases like “expenses” and “contract services.”

Investigators have uncovered no tax documents related to the Charlie Morrissey Foundation, but
they have obtained tax records related to the Ujima Foundation. Agents reviewed several years of
these records (2010 to 2017). Those records indicate that the Ujima Foundation filed as a tax-
exempt nonprofit entity every year.

According to the financial records, the foundations collected over $450,000 between 2014 and
2021, nearly 75% of which was from Robotics. According to the Ujima Foundation's tax-
exemption records, just $5,500 a year (average) was spent in the community, typically in the form
of what they report as “scholarships.” It should be noted that Investigators found no direct evidence
of scholarships being distributed in the foundations’ accounts.

According to those records the Ujima Foundation began reporting income in 2008, around the
same time that Robotics began contracting with APS. Sheryl Williams Stapleton is listed as an
employee every single year. Her reported salary is $0.

Payments to Entities Overview

A review of Robotics' bank records for the period between 2014 to present revealed that the Taste
of the Caribbean LLC was the largest recipient of money received from Robotics via check,
$319,122.98; S. Williams Associates was the second largest recipient of money received from
Robotics via check, $279,772.20; the Charlie Morrisey Foundation was the third largest recipient
of money received from Robotics via check, $202,105.76; and the Ujima Foundation was the fifth
largest recipient of money received from Robotics via check, $153,385.10.
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These were not the only offshore money transfers Agents found over the course of this
investigation. Upon review of the available financial records Investigators uncovered that
approximately $36,000 was sent to offshore interests from the Ujima/ Charlie Morrisey Foundation
accounts between 2014 and 2021.

Albuquerque Public Schools Main Office

As previously stated, Sheryl Williams Stapleton has been employed by APS since 1984. The APS
website, https://www.aps.edu/career-technical-education/cte-staff-1, lists her office location at
6400 Uptown Blvd. NE, Ste. 590 West, Albuquerque NM, 87110. Information voluntarily
provided by APS states that Sheryl Williams Stapleton was actively involved in the procurement
and all associated matters involving Robotics at the main office. Documents show that Sheryl
Williams Stapleton signed invoices from Robotics showing approval or writing in “ok to pay”.
APS employees also reported that she would inquire about the payment of Robotics or handle
paperwork to and from the company; which is reported not to be a regular practice. Furthermore,
as previously stated, Sheryl Williams Stapleton signed and provided documentation for the
procurement and payment of CyberQuest from Robotics. Investigators have determined that
Sheryl Williams Stapleton proposed numerous legislative measures specifically for the “CTE”
programs for public schools. At least three (3) of those bills are known to have passed and two (2)
have been subsequently funded. Sheryl Williams Stapleton is the CTE Director for APS and an
integral part of securing the contracts for Robotics.

Based upon the information gathered during this investigation, Sheryl Williams Stapleton operates
at least four entities which have received about $896,000 from Robotics. These payments were
made possible because of Robotics’ longstanding contracts with APS. Moreover, the award of
these lucrative contracts to Robotics was made possible by Williams Stapleton’s unique position
of influence within APS. It is reasonable that she would have documents and items enumerated in
this search warrant for seizure located at her place of employment, where she obtained and
maintained these contracts.

CONCLUSION

Sheryl Williams Stapleton is an employee of the Albuquerque Public School system and a current
New Mexico State representative with over 20 years of experience. Both positions qualify her as
a public officer or employee as defined in the New Mexico Governmental Conduct Act [10-16-
2(I) NMSA 1978].

APS paid Robotics $5,360,030.00 from March 2006 to June 2021. Bank of America records detail
that overwhelmingly, Robotics’ primary source of income is its contracts with APS. APS
employees and NMAG Investigators have noted that the procurement process with regard to
Robotics was not performed in accordance with state law.

Sheryl Williams Stapleton is directly involved in this process. The facts and circumstances

surrounding this investigation suggest that she (among other things) proposed and secured funding
through the legislative process for the programs she directs. She provided sole source justification
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for the continued procurement of Robotics services, interjected herself on behalf of Robotics when
their contract appeared to be in jeopardy, provided documentation for and acted as a point of
contact between APS and Robotics.

Furthermore, the transactions described above show that Sheryl Williams Stapleton participated
directly and/or indirectly in the procurement process with APS at a time when she would have
known that she or any member of her immediate family had a financial interest in Robotics who
had sought and obtained a contract from APS. There is no evidence to indicate that Sheryl Williams
Stapleton declared any potential conflict of interest to any party regarding Robotics/CyberQuest.

On May 19, 2021 Sheryl Williams Stapleton led a presentation to the APS Board of Education
regarding, among other things, distance learning. Over the course of that presentation the
CyberQuest leamning platform was featured as an integral part of the CTE programs at APS, and
the CTE staff were referred to as the “CyberQuest Team.” She specifically indicated to the APS
Board that she would obtain the financial resources necessary for APS to continue funding this
program.

The evidence suggests that separate financial documents including checkbooks exist both in New
Mexico and on the East Coast. Sheryl Willliams Stapleton has been observed by Investigators to
have direct personal access to the P.O. Box where APS sent Robotics’ checks, and as described
above there is demonstrative evidence to suggest that Sheryl Williams Stapleton is responsible for
negotiating those checks. Based on evidence discovered by Investigators described above it is also
reasonable that Sheryl Williams Stapleton remitted checks on behalf of Robotics in Santa Fe at a
time when she was serving the Legislature.

The evidence indicates that Sheryl Williams Stapleton was the eventual recipient of that APS
money. Investigators calculated that approximately 60% of money paid to Robotics by APS
between 2014 and 2021 was subsequently redirected to Sheryl Williams Stapletons’ direct
interests, including her son David Hendrickson, her restaurant A Taste of the Caribbean, S.
Williams & Associates, and the Ujima and Charlie Morrisey Foundations. That total is
approximately $954,386.04. It should be noted that Bank of America could not produce records
dating back to the beginning of APS’ contracts with Robotics (2008).

The evidence also indicates that in some cases that money was further redirected into Sheryl
Williams Stapleton’s personal bank accounts. The extent to which Sheryl Williams Stapleton
directly profited, and what happened to that money is a subject of this ongoing investigation.

Based upon the information known to investigators, probable cause exists that Sheryl Williams
Stapleton has received proceeds derived, directly or indirectly, from a pattern of activity in which
she has participated in. She then used those proceeds and invested in the operation of several
enterprises. These proceeds were a result of structured financial transactions to Robotics that
involves the public money entrusted to the Albuquerque Public Schools for the purpose of
providing education to children withins it’s area of service. These financial transactions were
designed in whole or in part to conceal or disguise the nature, location, source, ownership and
people involved. Furthermore, she knowingly received proceeds as a result of her involvement in
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This warrant shall include the copying, transcribing, transferring and/or recording of data of the
APS employee of Sheryl Williams Stapleton. The scope of this warrant is limited to the work
space(s), computer(s) and electronic device(s) that Sheryl Williams Stapleton had access to and/or
was issued to her as part of her employment. Therefore, in order to ensure that a complete and
thorough investigation is done, investigators need to seize the entire above mentioned records from
APS. Furthermore, APS shall assist Affiant with producing the items and evidence listed herein,
to include any Information Technology that would require employed APS personnel who have
access and can provide access to digital files and all other materials defined in this warrant related
to Shery! Williams Stapleton, Robotics, CyberQuest, TriTech, and Joseph Johnson. APS and it’s
employees are commanded to assist in order to minimize disruption to the governmental services
rendered by this entity.

Based on the aforementioned facts, Affiant believes that evidence exists in multiple locations, to
include those listed in this Affidavit. Therefore, Affiant respectfully requests that the Court issue
a Warrant commanding the search of the above-described premises, vehicle(s) and/or person(s).

Signature of Affiant

Special Agent, NMOAG
Official Title

Approved as to legal sufficiency:

P
Q

Zach Jones
Assistant Attomey General

Subscribed and swom to or declared and affirmed to before
me in the above-named county of the State of New Mexico this

21 day of July ,_ 2021

=

Judge, Notary or Other Officer Authorized to Administer Oaths

District Coutt Judge

Official Title
Criminal Form 9-213NMRA
NM ST CR Form 9-213

END OF DOCUMENT
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